American Studies 

TEST study guide 


CH 5



Mr. Copes

A. Short Answer
Directions: Answer each question using complete sentences.

1. How did the Articles of Confederation differ from our current style of government?
2. Describe one problem with the Articles of Confederation.
3. What was the major result of the Annapolis Convention in 1786?
4. Who was Daniel Shays. What did he do? Why did he do it? What was the impact on this country?
5. What was the purpose of the Constitutional Convention?
6. Why is James Madison called the Father of the Constitution?
7. What was the main difference between the New Jersey and Virginia Plans?
8. What was the Great Compromise?
9. How was the issue of slaves being counted in a state’s population solved? Explain.
10. Why has the constitution lasted for so many years?

11. What is a Federal government?
12. Why did the framers of the constitution decide to include the Separation of Powers?
13. What system ensures the balance of power?
14. What are the 3 Branches of government? Name each Branch’s main duty.
15. Who is in charge of electing the President?
16. How is each state represented in Congress?
17. What does it mean to Ratify?
18. What is the main disagreement between Federalists and Antifederalists?
19. What is the Bill of Rights? Why did the framers include this in the Constitution?
20. What does the first Amendment state?
21. Name any two of the other 27 amendments.
22. What is a Constitution?

B. Identification
Directions: Identify 4 of the people, places, events etc. and discuss their role/importance in the development of our country.

1. George Washington

2. James Madison

3. Alexander Hamilton

4. Thomas Jefferson

5. Philadelphia

6. Cabinet

C. Essay
Directions: Complete the essay using the 5 paragraph format. Remember to provide reasons, details and support for your position. 
Refute or agree with the following statement. This country is better off because of the development of our current Constitution. 
