	Color Code
	Grade Level
	DRA Level
	Guided Reading Level
	Benchmark Books

	
Text Characteristics
	Reader Characteristics

	
	K
	A-2
	A,B
	I Can Write

Cat on the Mat
	Single word, phrase or simple sentence on each page; patterned, predictable text; single syllable words; meaning conveyed through illustrations; consistent placement of text; one or two familiar words “anchor” the text
	Carries the pattern, uses pictures as a source of information, left to right directionality, matches spoken words to printed words with one-to-one matching, locates one or two known words on a page

	
	1st
	3-4
	C,D
	Rain

Fox on the Box
	One to three short, simple sentences on each page; slight pattern change; consistent placement of text with a minor change; a few high frequency words; varied sentences; may include a full range of punctuation; highly supportive illust.; beginning use of graphophonic system necessary
	Uses initial sounds along with meaning and word order sources of information, independent use of left to right directionality, return sweep to more than one line of print, locates one or two known words on a page, monitoring for meaning  (makes sense, sounds right, looks right, checking end of word)
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	1st
	6-8
	D,E
	It Looked Like Spilt Milk

Mrs. Wishy Washy
	Longer, more complex sentences; variety of text placement on page; moderate to highly supportive illustrations; some repetition of words/phrases/sentences; story language is more prevalent; chunks of familiar words in unfamiliar words; use of graphophonics across whole word; subtle meaning can be interpreted
	Rereads and self-corrects when an error is noticed, crosschecks one source of information with another, reads with fluency, monitors for meaning (checks to make sure what has been read makes sense and sounds right), recognizes common chunks of words, attends to internal parts of words 

	
	1st
	10-12
	F,G
	Rosie’s Walk

Cookie’s Week
	More challenging vocabulary; repetition of three or more phrases or sentence patterns; moderate support from illustrations; more story language; more varied and complex language structure and patterns; often includes a single character or story line throughout the book; increasingly difficult chunks within words
	Uses a repertoire of graphophonic strategies to problem solve through text, uses increasingly difficult chunks within words to make analogies from known words to unknown words, crosschecks one source of information with another, rereads and self-corrects often at point of error, integrates sources of information, reads with fluency

	
	1st
	14
	H,I
	Goodnight Moon

Hattie and the Fox
	Longer, varied and more complex sentence patterns; greater use of story language; may include repeated pattern in cumulative form; more text per page; low picture support requiring clear mental images and connections; more unfamiliar and complex vocabulary; greater need for comprehension /meaning analysis
	Rereads and self-corrects regularly, reads with fluency, integrates a balance of sources of information, monitors for meaning, demonstrates fluent phrasing of longer passages, uses a repertoire of graphophonic strategies to problem solve through text

	
	1st
	16
	J,K
	Danny and the Dinosaur

Henry and Mudge
	May be picture book or simple chapter book; more frequent descriptive language; considerably more text per page; limited picture support; challenging vocabulary; episodic chapters; integrated balance of sources of information necessary; repertoire of graphophonic strategies needed to problem solve unknown words
	Rereads and self-corrects regularly, reads with fluency, integrates a balance of sources of information, demonstrates fluent phrasing of longer passages, uses a repertoire of graphophonic strategies to problem solve through text;

	
	2nd
	18-20
	Hard J, Hard K, 
L
	Nate the Great

Meet M & M
	Use of frequent dialogue; extended description; range of episodic chapters to more complex, cumulative chapters; limited picture support; challenging and unusual vocabulary; use of a self-extending system for reading necessary
	Rereads and self-corrects regularly; reads with fluency, intonation and phrasing; demonstrates the existence of a self-extending (self-improving) system for reading; uses an increasingly more challenging repertoire of graphophonic strategies; solves unknown words with relative ease

	
	2nd
3rd
	24-28
	Hard L,M
	Horrible Harry

Pinky and Rex
	One or two characters move the story; longer text; occasional full page of text; contractions used; dialogue prevalent to move the story; lines show phrasing with breaks; more multisyllable words; suffixes, plurals; 
	Uses a repertoire of integrated graphophonic strategies for unknown words; activates prior knowledge to make sense of text; accumulates numerous episodes in plot that build toward problem resolution; keeps track of multiple characters; reads a variety of punctuation

	Color Code
	Grade Level
	DRA Level
	Guided Reading Level
	Benchmark Books
	Text Characteristics
	Reader Characteristics

	
	3rd
	30-34
	Hard M,
N,O
	Amber Brown

Owl Moon
	Cumulative chapters; consistent word wrap from page to page; longer, compound sentences; many series books; occasional picture support; increased dimension of characters with ambiguity and conflicting emotion; inferencing is needed to grasp meaning

	Takes on other perspectives to derive meaning; understands figurative language; accumulates multiple episodes within chapters to make sense of plot; uses inferential thinking to derive abstract themes; uses connotative meanings to understand text; 

	
	3rd
4th
	38
	P,Q
	Fudge-a-mania

The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs
	Very limited picture support; length of text increases; between 20 and 30 lines of text per page; fantasy as a genre introduced; many multisyllable words that are challenging to decode; both assigned and unassigned dialogue;  plots with detailed episodes; texts with deeper meanings applicable to important human problems and social issues 

	Takes on diverse, unfamiliar perspectives; uses connotative meanings to understand text; derives meaning of new vocabulary words from context; understands and uses figurative language;  uses a challenging repertoire of strategies for complex multisyllable words; uses context and text features to derive meaning of complex, content-specific words; 

	
	4th
5th
	40
	R,S
	The Rough-Faced Girl

Shiloh
	Literary sounding language becomes important; sophisticated illustrations amplify feeling; more complex and dynamic characters; theme (under story) used frequently;  some short stories with plots that intertwine; many plurals, contractions and compound words; longer, complex sentence structures including dialogue and many embedded clauses and phrases

	Uses a range of graphophonic strategies for unfamiliar words seldom used in oral language; uses real or vicarious experiences (through reading) for complex story ideas; understands connotative meanings and figurative language; uses knowledge of content to make sense of settings; 

	
	5th
6th
	44
	T,U,V
	Bridge to Terabithia

Mufaru’s Beautiful Daughters
	Characters are older; little or no picture support; multiple dynamic characters; longer chapters; meaning of the story is reliant on understanding the humor; more complex narratives that are highly literary; contain themes that evoke alternative interpretations; 
	Attends to roots and affixes to solve unknown words; takes on diverse perspectives (race, language, culture); accumulates multiple episodes, subplots and intertwining stories to make sense of plot; makes inferences to understand complex characters; reads fluently with a full range of punctuation

	
	6th
	
	W.X.Y
	The Day MLK, Jr was Shot

Where the Red Fern Grows
	Chapters are longer; multiple dynamic characters; very little picture support; literary language and symbolism; sophisticated, complex sentences; both generalized and specific vocabulary; themes that build social awareness; present multiple themes that may be understood in multiple layers

	Displays an awareness of social and political issues to understand text at a deeper level; makes inferences about character motives; brings personal experiences to reading; thinks critically to judge authenticity of informational text; uses affixes and roots to decode extremely challenging words; 

	
	6th
	
	Z
	A Day No Pigs Would Die

Where the River Runs
	Global conflict introduced; more sophisticated theme to interpret; no picture support; middle school age characters and their problems; lengthy book (usually over 100 pages in length); themes that reveal insights into the human condition; complex sentences with compound sentences joined by semicolons; full range of literary devices;

	Reads critically to judge authenticity; uses context and text features for new, complex vocabulary; understands multidimensional characters that develop over time; reads with understanding of flashbacks; stories within stories, symbolism and figurative language

	
	6th
	
	Hard Z
	The Golden Compass

A Wizard of Earthsea
	Very complex characters; technical language; sophisticated humor; emphasis on inference; misleading language; time changes; genre is sophisticated; smaller print; dense text; complex plot with multiple story lines and subplots; use of language in satirical or ironic ways; full range of literary devices
	Makes use of context and text features for technical words, words with multiple meanings, archaic words used figuratively or with unusual connotation; understands text in many layers; brings prior knowledge of classical motifs (such as the quest) to text
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