WINDSOR LOCKS HIGH SCHOOL

Science
COURSE SYLLABUS

Course # 311H

Title:  Integrated Science
Level:  A
Credit:  1 
VISION 
My vision is that each student is a vital part of the global community and that the choices they make, and thus the knowledge that they have to make those choices, are important to all of us. As part of this vision, I see each student as having the ability to be a positive influence in the world around them. 

MISSION
My mission is to increase each students understanding of scientific concepts so that they can apply them in the world and thus make informed decisions about how they will positively impact the world around them.  

Course Objectives:  Students will be able to 

· Demonstrate basic science skills (including observing, inferring, predicting, measuring, calculating, classifying, using tables and graphs, and using models)
· Analyze the relevance and credibility of scientific information found in various print and electronic media and in various presentations (i.e. graphs, charts, maps, etc.)

· Critique examples of scientific inquiry

Course content:

Integrated Science is a physical science course covering topics in chemistry, physics and earth science.  We will start with a review of scientific method, measurement, scientific notation and graphing and then begin our work on chemistry concepts.  Under chemistry we will review states of matter, and chemical and physical properties of matter.  We will then study the six phase changes.  Our study of chemistry will then take us through the structure of the atom and how this leads to the organized listing of elements plus the bonding between elements.  The study of chemistry works up to polymers what they are and how they behave.

We will then study other types of energy, namely thermal and electrical energy.  This will lead us to how we generate electricity and the environmental effects of the choices that we make, thus helping us to make more informed decisions about our energy usage.  

HABITS OF WORK
The school-wide “Habits of Work” is a significant shift in the reporting of grades at WLHS in that these “Habits of Work” will be reported independently of numeric grades on report cards.  The intent is to distinguish between reporting what you learn (content) and how you learn it (Habits of Work).     By reporting the habits separately, your numeric grade becomes more reflective of what you know.  In turn, your habits of work should directly correspond with your success in learning (ie: your habits of work evaluation can help you, your parents, and your teacher brainstorm what interventions can be put in place to improve a particular habit if you are struggling in learning the content).

Students will be evaluated on the following four Habits of Work:

· Completion of homework

i. To be successful in science, it is important to apply what you learn and to practice independently by completing homework.  You are encouraged to help each other with your work, but not to simply copy another’s work.  You must independently work and think to learn the skills and information needed. 
ii. Homework will not be accepted for credit after the due date.
· Participates in class discussions 

· Conducts self in appropriate manner

i. Being on time and prepared for class

ii. Respecting and listening to others

iii. Responsible use of technology

iv. Using appropriate language

· Maximizes time on task

The Habits of Work will be reported separately on report cards according to the following scale:

· ES - Exceeds Standard

· MS – Meets Standard

· PS – Progressing toward Standard

· LP – Limited Progress 

Grading Policies

· The grading policy for the science department will be as follows:

· 60% Assessment, 30% Projects/Labs, 10% Summative Classwork

· Assessments include: Tests, Quizzes

· Summative classwork includes: learning activities, problem sets, essay, posters

· Projects/Labs include: projects, formal lab reports, lab activities (lab questions), research paper

· Extra credit will not be given.  

· The overall course grade is based on 20% for each term and 10% each for the midterm exam and the final exam.








Summative Classwork Retake Policy:  

· All Summative Assessments (with the exception of the midterm and final) may be retaken once. The re-take will be a different test version and the new score will replace the original grade.  

In order to retake a test, students must complete the following within one week of the original test:

1) fill out Retake Contract

2) seek extra learning: test corrections with explanations and/or seek extra help after school or at Intervention/ Saturday Academy 

3) study guide/review to be completed before the retake test 


Late Work/Make-Up Work Policies

· Late work will be accepted up to 1 day, to receive credit beyond this time student must make arrangements to meet with teacher after school or predetermined time predetermined time, however homework will not be accepted after the due date.  
· Make-up work for absent students will be a “day-for-day” policy so that the number of days absent will determine the number of days allotted to make up the assignments.  Extended absences will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

· Make-up assessments because of absences will be completed during the following extra-help session after school.  Students will need to complete and sign a make-up form.  

· Students who do not attend the agreed upon time for make-up assessment will receive a 0 unless the parent has contacted the teacher.  
CLASSROOM EXPECTATION PLAN

Classroom Expectations:

1. Be a positive, cooperative, and productive learner.

2. Be respectful to others and their belongings.

3. Listen attentively to the speaker. 

4. Be prepared and ready to learn when the bell rings.  

5. Follow directions the first time.

6. Follow all school/ district policies (electronic devices, food, language).

7. Zero tolerance policy for creating unsafe situations during lab.
Positive Outcomes for following the Class Expectations:

Positive praise

Positive notes home

Class incentives 

Consequences for not following the Class Expectations:

First Time: 

warning

Second time: 

30 minutes after school, call home

Third time:

60 minutes after school, call home, office referral 

Severe disruptions: 
sent to office immediately, 60 minutes after school, office referral  

Text: Physical Science with Earth and Space Science, Prentice Hall
Supplemental Texts:  Earth Science, Glencoe and Environmental Science, Holt

I have read and understand the course syllabus, expectations and grading policy as stated above.  Place this signed sheet in the front of your notebook.

____________________________________  Student

____________________________________  Parent (guardian)

____________________________________ Parent email address
