WINDSOR LOCKS HIGH SCHOOL
Mr. Greene                                                                          jgreene@wlps.org				            292-5844

Course	Title:  English ECE-AP 

Course Description: Working in conjunction with the Princeton College Board’s Advanced Placement Program and the University of Connecticut’s Early College Experience Program, this course provides the opportunity for students to earn college credits or receive an exemption from a freshman English course with a qualifying score on the AP exam. It is designed to be a rigorous course requiring extensive close readings of major works drawn from British, American, and World canons. Materials include the terminology that students need to discuss the literature and a survey of the critical approaches used in the analysis and evaluation of that literature. While students read a wide range of literature and practice using close reading to analyze and evaluate that literature, they also write in the various modes of composition encountered in college. They produce at least thirty pages of polished prose and inquiry-based writing. Class is a mixture of seminar, in which the literature is discussed, analyzed and evaluated, and writing workshop, in which conferences are held to refine writing skills. 

Power Standards: 
· Students will cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matter uncertain. 
· Students will determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
· Students will write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
· Students will write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
· Students will produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
· Students will write routinely over extended time frames (time for research reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 
· Students will initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
· Students will come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
· Students will demonstrate a command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 


Mr. Greene’s mission and vision for the academic school year:

~It is my vision that all students will:
· become more confident, analytical thinkers, readers and writers
· treat others with respect in the classroom 
· feel safe to make mistakes in order to learn
~It is my mission to:
· model respectful, positive attitude each day
· show concern for my students 
· hold high standards 
· not accept mediocrity
· build a classroom climate where students can build their skills and grow as independent people

Unit One: Utopias/Dystopias 
Students will be able to:
· Connect various literary devices to meaning, specifically in parts of the text and also generally to the whole text.
·  Use textual support to strengthen an argument.
· Write complex thesis statements that lead to meaningful critical analyses and powerful arguments.
· Turn observations about text into complex questions that extend beyond the text (in other words, examine the world through literary texts).
· Determine the figurative and connotative meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text and analyze the impact of specific words on meaning and tone.
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions.
· Recognize, understand and interpret archetypes in order to develop deeper analysis of a text. 
· Write an inquiry-based paper that explores a topic of interest from the unit of study (ECE requirement).

Unit Two: Shakespeare
Students will be able to
· Analyze characters and their relationships to each other from multiple interpretations of the play.
· Trace the development of Macbeth’s character from his first mention in the play until his last, noting how and why he changes.
· Trace the mental and emotional make-up of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth from the first time he/she appears until his/her death.
· Discuss the techniques Shakespeare uses to convey character and character relationships to his audience.
· Analyze the importance of literary elements like dramatic irony and foreshadowing on the development of the play.
· Analyze Shakespeare’s use of language (verse, prose, rhythm, rhyme) and its importance in setting mood and establishing character.
· Respond to multiple choice questions similar to those that will appear on the Advanced Placement in English Literature and Composition exam.
· Respond to writing prompts similar to those that will appear on the Advanced Placement in English Literature and Composition exam.
· Write an inquiry-based paper assessing the human psyche and loss of logical behavior (ECE requirement).

Unit Three: Exploring the Poetic Form 
Students will be able to
· Analyze figurative language, word relationships and nuances in meaning to understand poetry
· Cite strong textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says. 
· Analyze how author’s choices on structure impact meaning and enjoyment
· Argue using claims and counterclaims that anticipate the audience’s concerns 
· Use words, phrases and clauses to link sections of the text
· Strengthen writing by planning, revising, rewriting and editing
· Use technology to produce and publish shared writing products, respond to feedback and include new arguments
· Participate in discussions of topics, texts, and issues, build on others’ ideas and express their own clearly and persuasively. 
· Research an issue that arises from the poetry or novel study  
· Write an inquiry-based paper which will lead to new knowledge.
· Read poems of common theme and/or time period and write an essay comparing and contrasting them.

Unit Four: Passages Up / Book Groups
Students will be able to:
· Write to practice skills in short and extended time frames.
·  Analyze and express how two or more themes are developed and interact in a sustained work.
· Understand and express the impact of authors’ choices on theme and character. 
· Analyze how 18th, 19th, and 20th century writers treat similar topics.
· Employ evidence that proves their claims.
· Write claims and counterclaims that are logical and anticipate readers’ needs.
· Conclude writing that supports an argument.
· Engage in all steps in writing process; draft, self and peer edit, revise, conference, revise, edit.


Unit Five: The Big Picture
 Students will be able to:
· Complete all daily practices until expectations are met
· Self-reflect and set goals for mastery of skills
· Transfer new learning about grammar to writing.
· Use appropriate language according to audience and purpose.
· Work cooperatively in a spirit of open-mindedness.
· Select a critical lens (literary theory) and research the selected theory 
· Analyze a text through a selected critical lens.
· Write a final ECE argument essay *By the end of this unit, you will have completed your 30 pages of polished writing. 

Texts: May include:

The Book of Genesis 
Lord of the Flies, William Golding
Macbeth, William Shakespeare 
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston
Brave New World, Aldous Huxley
Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton
Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain
The Awakening, Kate Chopin
The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien
The House Behind the Cedars, Charles Chesnutt
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson 
 “The Garden Party,” Katherine Mansfield
“Rappaccini’s Daughter,” Nathaniel Hawthorne
“A Jury of Her Peers,” Susan Glaspell

Other selected short stories and excerpts from Shakespeare’s Hamlet 
Poems will include selections from the sixteenth to the twenty-first centuries
Various passages include selections from the sixteenth to the twenty-first centuries

Additional resources:

Essential Literary Terms, Sharon Hamilton
5 Steps to a 5, Estelle Rankin and Barbara L. Murphy 
Everything’s an Argument 6th edition, Andrea A. Lunsford
They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing – 2nd edition, Gerald Graff

Plagiarism: Please refer to the ECE handbook on UConn’s website: http://ece.uconn.edu/courses/subj/eng.php  
Plagiarism is not acceptable and will result in loss of credit as well as additional conversations with administration and parents or other consequences.

Course Content and Structure: Units may be made up of short stories, memoirs, poetry, novels, non-fiction, plays, writing, grammar and vocabulary. The class will continually build upon and return to these skills throughout the year.
There are six categories assignments may fall under throughout the year:
1. Homework- assignments given to practice, reinforce, elaborate, prepare and extend understanding of standards 
2. Classwork (formative) – initial attempts at learning (for example: checking for understanding and development of skills)
3. Formative Assessments – drafts of essays; reading checks 
4. Classwork (summative)- graded classroom assignments that measure mastery of short-term learning targets and  standards in the unit (for example:  analytical responses to literature, written or verbal analysis; application of new knowledge to unit of study)
5. Projects / Labs – formal presentations of knowledge and skill  (for example: major essays; PowerPoint project; Prezi presentations; ECE argument essays)
6. Summative Assessments - graded assignments that measure learning and mastery of unit standards (for example: quizzes, shorter essays, tests)

Quarterly Grades (on a point system):

Classwork (Summative):  20%
Projects / Labs: 30%
Summative Assessments: 50%

English Department explanation of homework: 
In this class, homework is meaningfully designed as a formative assessment to practice and strengthen skills and prepare for subsequent classroom and real world applications and summative assessments.  Developing strong habits of work is a springboard for future success in college and career readiness. 

Class Expectations:  
· As an active participant in your learning, you will need to ask questions, demonstrate your understanding by answering questions and participating in discussions, and work hard to meet the expectations each and every day. 

· In order for us to build on your strengths and address your weaknesses, it is essential that you complete and revise work. You are encouraged to come for extra help if you are unsure of an assignment or feel that you are struggling with concepts. 

· Meeting assignment deadlines is essential!  Computer and/or printer issues are not an excuse to miss a deadline. It is an expectation, therefore, that you enter the classroom on the day that an assignment is due with that assignment completed to the best of your ability. If you do not meet this expectation, you will stay after school on a designated day to complete the work. If you are playing a sport or are scheduled for an after-school activity, your coach or teacher-advisor understands this expectation.  

· All school and board policies will be enforced in this classroom.

All formal papers must be typed in 12 font, Times New Roman, double spaced with the proper MLA headings (I will specify when a paper may be neatly written in ink).  Students must turn in all drafts of papers (original, revisions, and final).  You will also be expected to submit all drafts on Turnitin. 

Home/School Collaboration: 
To maximize learning, communication between school and home is key. Having a current and up-to-date email address and contact number for both parents and students is essential. Parents, we encourage and welcome you to be an active participant in your child's journey through this course. It will benefit your child's learning experience for you to also be engaged in PowerSchool, student syllabi, email and telephone conversations.

PowerSchool will be updated weekly. Projects and essays will be graded and scores put into PowerSchool no later than 10 school days after assignment is given. When necessary, exceptions may be made and students will be notified.  


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------















Evaluating Your Habits of Work: Separate from your numeric grade based on the measures above, you will be evaluated on a daily to weekly basis on the following four Habits of Work:
a. Homework Completion
b. Participation in Class Discussions
c. Conducting Yourself Appropriately
i. Being on time and prepared for class
ii. Respecting and listening to others
iii. Responsible use of technology
iv. Using Appropriate Language
d. Time on Task

These four Habits of Work will be reported separately on your report cards according to the following scale:

· ES - Exceeds Standard
· MS – Meets Standard
· PS – Progressing toward Standard
· LP – Limited Progress 

The separation of homework from numeric grades is a significant school-wide shift at WLHS. The intent is to
distinguish between the reporting of WHAT you learn (content standards) and HOW you learn it (Habits of 
Work). To be clear, homework is still graded. You need to do it consistently in order to master standards 
and to succeed on tests and quizzes. 

However, by reporting homework completion (as well as participation, conduct, and time on task) separately, 
your numeric grades become more reflective of what you know and can do. Your habits of work scores can
help you and your parents understand why you are struggling and what to do about it. Furthermore, as WLHS
continues to develop interventions and supports to help you succeed, the Habits of Work provide clear 
expectations about what you can do to use those additional supports.
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