LESSON PLAN

CLASS/PERIOD_____________________________________  DATE________

	Unit Objective

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 



	Essential Question

How does citing strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly help to draw inferences from the text and/or determine where the text leaves matters uncertain?

In what ways does great literature provides rich and timeless insights into the key themes, dilemmas, and challenges that we face? How are the inner and outer lives of human beings revealed in complex stories?


	Lesson Objective

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases


	Materials

Computers

a selection of creation myths



	Identify the instructional strategies employed.  Refer to the 9 research-based strategies Marzano, et al. (2001) highlighted:

a) Identifying similarities and differences 

b) Summarizing and note-taking

c) Reinforcing effort and providing recognition (for growth) 

d) Homework (meaningful) and practice 

e) Nonlinguistic representations 

f) Cooperative learning 

g) Setting goals and providing feedback 

h) Generating and testing hypotheses 

i) Cues, questions, and advance organizers

j) Lecture (Not a Marzano strategy) 

Other instructional strategies:____________________________
	Differentiation Strategies

a.  Pre-assessments

b.  Flexible Grouping
c.  Exit tickets

d.  Student choice

- product

- process

e. Tiered Assignments

f.  Other ___________

Interest __  

Readiness __

Content __  

	Procedure and Activities

Ask the students to share information what they know about how different societies have explained human existence and other natural phenomena. Read aloud at least three different creation stories from different cultures and discuss them with the students. The following creation stories are some examples you can use: 

· Dakota Creation Myth 

· Iroquois Creation Myths 

· Aboriginal Creation Myths 

· African Creation Myths 

· Hebrew/Christian Creation Myths 

· Ancient Greece creation myth 

· Japanese creation myth 

1. Explain to the students that they will research and write a 300-word essay highlighting the similarities and differences between two of the creation myths. Allow class time for research library or Internet research or assign the research for homework. Students should use the Creation Myth 'Cross-Cultural Comparison' handout located within the Resource Carousel to compare and contrast the two stories.

2. Students will use their research to write an expository essay. The students should consider the following questions when writing their essays: 

· What are some of the most obvious similarities between these stories? The differences?

· Which of the stories is the oldest? Do you suspect that there is some deliberate overlapping between the stories?

· Who tells these stories? Is it from a sacred book, oral legend, or religious leaders?

· Who accepts these stories as true?

· How did early people explain their origins?

· What factors might cause one group to develop a supernatural explanation for human existence and natural phenomena different from another group?

· What categories would help us to sort, compare, and contrast ideas in the creation stories we have read?

3.  Divide students into small groups and have each group explore one interactive creation myth on The Big Myth. Students should consider the following questions: 

· How do these stories dramatize the plot? 

· How are the main characters depicted? 

· What creative liberties are taken with setting, conclusion, etc.? 

Students will use these observations to help them develop their skit.

4. Divide students into small groups and have them use their knowledge on different creation stories to write a skit for their group to perform. For a good resource on techniques and tips for writing plays, see the Playwriting Seminars site. 

5.  Write a new creation story based on the common elements you have found among the stories. The myth should be from an imaginary religion, culture, or society.

Students will choose one of the following tasks:

· Write a play intertwining the three stories, in which characters from the myths interact with one another.

· Rewrite one of the creation stories, changing some of its most fundamental aspects (i.e., setting, characters, chronology of events, ending, etc.).

· Structure the play around an idea of your own, in which you demonstrate your knowledge of the similarities and differences of at least two creation myths. (If students choose this option, they must submit a proposal to the teacher for approval prior to working on their production.)

6. Have students perform their skits for the class. After all groups have performed their skits, discuss with students which skits were most effective and why. 

7. Have students evaluate the work of their peers using the criteria in the 'Creation Myth Skit Rubric' located within the Resource Carousel.

8. Evaluate students’ plays using the 'Creation Myth Skit Rubric' located within the Resource Carousel. Also ask students to evaluate the work of their peers using the same criteria: 

· Completeness of the script 

· Accuracy and believability of the characters 

· Originality and creativity of the presentation 

· Accuracy of the portrayal of a particular culture or religion

· Appropriate incorporation of research materials



	Homework



	Assessments

Evaluate students’ plays using the rubric. Also ask students to evaluate the work of their peers using the same criteria: 

•
Completeness of the script 

•
Accuracy and believability of the characters 

•
Originality and creativity of the presentation 

•
Accuracy of the portrayal of a particular culture or religion

•      Appropriate incorporation of research materials



REFLECTION

	What went well



	What would I do differently next time?




