WINDSOR LOCKS HIGH SCHOOL

English
COURSE SYLLABUS

Course #: 160
Title:  Shakespeare
Level:  A
Credit:  .5
Course Objectives:  
By studying selections from Shakespeare’s sonnets and plays, students will develop a deeper appreciation for his language and enhance their understanding of Shakespeare’s themes and symbols. They will learn to recognize Shakespeare’s themes in real life, current movies, and popular television shows. In addition, they will use their creativity in a variety of assignments that will make use of their technology, writing, thinking, and speaking skills.

Students will read, perform, and study several of Shakespeare’s sonnets and passages from his plays. They will analyze in writing and in discussions the impact of Shakespeare’s dramatic choices and learn how he creates meaning through imagery, diction, and figurative language.

Course content and structure: 
Designed for students with little or no experience of the greatest writer in the English language, this course will offer the skills they need to enjoy his richness and relevance.  Through intensive work with selected passages from a variety of his plays and sonnets, students will learn to read text accurately and imaginatively and to appreciate Shakespeare’s dramatic dimension.  Classes include analysis of the plays as scripts and explora​tion of performance elements through workshops and films. The passages are reviewed via a range of media: text, film, audio recording, and live performance.
Unit 1 – Shakespeare’s Language and Sonnets (weeks 1-5) – Elizabethan England, politics, influences, historical context, the Globe Theater, Blackfriar’s Theater, acting companies, and actor’s toolbox, staging, blocking, structure, imagery, metaphor, simile, rhyme, historical context, dedications, iambic pentameter, blank verse, purpose, audience, Photostory project

Unit 2 – Histories (weeks 6-10) – conventions of a history play, Shakespeare’s sources, prose v. poetry, stage directions, performance techniques, test, dumb show

Unit 3 – Tragedies (weeks 11-15) – conventions of a tragedy, Shakespeare’s sources, prose v. poetry, stage directions, performance techniques, test, box set
Unit 4 – Comedies (weeks 16-20) –conventions of a comedy, prose v. poetry, stage directions, performance techniques, test
Assessments:  

The following is a list of the types of assessments that you can expect in this class.  Additional assessments may be used, as determined in the course of the year.

        pre-assessments to determine readiness, interest, and knowledge;

        quizzes and  tests on units and portions of units;

        responses to questions and similar assignments;

        projects, group and individual;

        oral presentations, both individual and group; participation in class     discussions; participation in groups and preparation of group work products

· performance

· recitation and memorization

Grades are based on a total point system. Since student learning is our primary goal, various point values will be assigned according to where students are in the process.  For example, when a skill is evaluated in the early stages of concept attainment, fewer points will be assigned. After practice, students will have an opportunity to earn more points in the final assessment. 
Other expectations:
Students are expected to remember three essential things in this classroom:

1.      Arrive on time and be prepared for class every day.
2.      Respect yourself, your classmates, and your teacher.
3.      It is your teacher, not the bell, who dismisses class.
Other expectations:
I have read and understand the course syllabus, expectations and grading policy as stated above.  Place this signed sheet in the front of your notebook.

____________________________________  Student

